
As Corona Virus Comes… 
 
Are you a hoarder or a groaner?  
 
Now COVID-19 has a foothold in Australia, some are hoarding food, medications and loo 
paper. Others are groaning about all the crazy paranoia. Most of us, though, feel that visceral 
fear of the unknown.  
 
No matter what you’re feeling, the developing COVID-19 pandemic provides opportunities 
that are kind of obvious but all too easy to miss. Whether this threat fizzles or escalates to 
full-blown disaster:  
Here is an opportunity to test where our confidence lies.  
An opportunity to cling more fervently to what we know for sure.  
An opportunity to move towards needy people with the warning and comfort of the gospel.  
 
Here are five opportunities not to be missed as the corona virus hits:  
 

1. Remember every event has spiritual significance. In our community there is a 
profound disconnect between spirituality and what happens in the world. When 
everyone is talking about physical risk, economics and infrastructure, it’s easy to 
assume that God’s Word is largely irrelevant to what is happening. But God’s Word 
draws the curtain on spiritual realities not readily seen but of supreme importance. 
The task before us is to together carefully discern what we need to hear from God’s 
Word and ask what he might be seeking to do in and through us.  
 

2. Bow in awe before our all-powerful Lord. While a virus can affect anyone, rich or 
poor, elite or outcast, it cannot touch our omnipotent Lord. Fortunes may turn but he 
remains seated on his unassailable throne (Rev 4:2). Those death dealing horseman of 
Revelation 9:16-19 who beset us with sickness, environmental threats and financial 
stress have their reins held by his hands. It is under his wings we find refuge from ‘the 
pestilence that stalks in darkness’ (Ps 91:6). It is he whose vision and power extends 
across oceans, down microscopic holes, into the future and deep into the human 
heart. It is he who ultimately provides all help – medicine, biosecurity expertise and 
places of care.  A viral pandemic shows how little in control we are. But the Lord is. 
We can throw ourselves upon him.  
 

3. Grasp the Lord’s mercy afresh. One of key things troubles do is expose the idolatries 
of our hearts (Rev 9:20-21). When the fear of pandemic descends, we all too naturally 
obsess over our own needs, abandon strangers in need, hoard goods for ourselves and 
look for people to blame. We expect authorities and experts to perform god-like 
wonders and then rail against them when they fail. We look anywhere but God for 
help. Most of all, beneath our shared assurances that everything will be OK and the 
sense of control that hand washing brings and the jokey memes about loo paper, we 
find that plain old terror of death lurking away. The terror not just that death will hurt 
but that it is a meaningless road to nothing. When we live as though this life is all there 



is, COVID-19 is a malignant enemy indeed. And we Christians can find ourselves 
looking no different to our neighbours in our fearful unbelief.   
 
Now is a great time to remember out loud that the Lord will bring final judgement on 
hard human hearts (Rev 10-11). But now is also a great time to remember out loud 
and with fresh urgency that the Lord is near in his kindness, and he desires all people 
be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4-6). In the face of COVID-19 
— and all the more usual everyday threats — we know we have Christ himself and all 
his riches. We know we share in Christ’s death to sin and his resurrection to new life. 
We know Christ has offered himself as a ransom to win forgiveness for sinners. We 
know that no evil, no part of the vast fallout of sin, not even death will have the final 
word over us (Ps 91:10; 1 Cor 15:54-57).  We know we are loved by a God who reins 
in all personal disasters and makes them serve his loving purposes (Rom 8:28). Now is 
a time to draw close to our Lord and find peace of soul in our disquiet.  
 

4. Get down on our knees. Prayer is our best task and comfort. During disease 
outbreaks, John Calvin called upon leaders to ‘urge the people to public fasting and 
extraordinary prayers’ that disaster might be averted (Institutes IV.12.14). So, let’s do 
that. Let’s also praise the Lord for his gift of earthly life and lament the curse of death. 
Let’s confess our unbelief and selfishness and ask for his forgiveness. Ask him to guard 
our hearts from sin, fill us with hope and help us to obey no matter what each day 
may bring — whether we are sick or well. Let’s ask him to cast out our unbelief and fill 
us with the beauty of his generosity, kindness and wisdom. Ask him to preserve the 
lives of those most vulnerable to the virus, provide for the daily needs of all around us 
and sustain health and government workers. Most importantly, ask him to show his 
glory amidst this pandemic, open doors of gospel opportunity and draw precious 
people to himself.  

 
5. Take the initiative to love. In Christ we have the courage to love those affected by 

COVID-19 without undue fear. Which doesn’t mean we get careless about prevention 
measures. Washing hands, cleaning surfaces and self-isolating are all acts of love. But 
more importantly, we can see those around us as people in need of Christ’s love rather 
than threats to our well-being. Now is a great opportunity to check on our neighbours 
and share groceries; reach out and offer care to strangers, especially those from 
overseas; phone when contact isn’t possible; and seek advice on caring for the sick. 
We take the initiative to love because we know there is more to be done than 
minimise risk. We have gospel hope to give to people in need.  Don’t miss the 
opportunity.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


