
From the Hall Committee 

As this edition of Our Hall goes to press, the construction phase of the Hall 

Development is becoming tantalisingly close to becoming a reality. Specifically, in 

April we received news of having been granted some significant and essential 

approvals from the Diocese:

• The Diocesan Financial Services Commission, in association with the Anglican 

Church financial institution, ANFIN, has approved a new project funding model 

proposed by the Parish Council. Note that this funding model has some important 

changes from that which was communicated to the Parish in Our Hall #1 - more 

detail is provided in these pages;

• The Diocesan Service Commission have provided general approval for the 

project subject to some minor conditions that will be resolved as the design 

documentation is finalised.

Whilst these approvals have come a few months later than anticipated, I can only 

think how exciting it is to be on the cusp of tendering the works. 

At our March Parish Council meeting, Kate Crouch informed the Parish Council that 

she would be stepping aside from her role as co-chair of the Hall Redevelopment 

Committee. This decision will allow Kate to refocus her existing churchwarden role 

as well as giving sufficient time toward her role as a nominator, with Tony Levick 

and Warren Young, in working on behalf of the Parish to assess candidates to 

become our new Rector.

I want to thank Kate here, as I did to the Parish Council, for the significant 

contribution she has made toward the Hall Project and especially for the personal 

advice and counsel she has provided to me. 

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of Our Hall where we share a brief window 

toward the design of the proposed external landscaping works as well as hear from 

the Mothers Union 

group who have been 

meeting and running 

functions in the Hall for  

for over 75 years!

Graeme Smyth 

On behalf of the Hall 

Redevelopment 

Committee
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Sustaining St Stephen's for a second century of ministry 

On 14th March, the newly formed Parish Council had the opportunity to 

meet with the Bishop of the Southern Region of which we are a part, the 

Right Reverend Bishop Alison Taylor.

In January, Rev. Stonier together with John Kotzur and Kate Crouch had met 

with Bishop Taylor in Diocesan Offices in the city where Bishop Taylor had 

discussed the proposed funding model for the Hall Redevelopment including 

proposed sale of the Parish property at Wishart.   On the basis of this 

conversation, the church wardens invited Bishop Taylor to meet with the 

Parish Council so that we could hear, first hand, her perspective on the 

project and funding model.

At the March meeting, The Parish Council presented an overview of the Hall 

Redevelopment project, including an interactive 3D computer visualisation of the external 

spaces highlighting key features and upgrades. 

Bishop Taylor affirmed her personal support, and that of Diocesan staff and resources, toward 

the successful completion of the Hall project and toward the ongoing ministry of St Stephen's.  

But Bishop Taylor also set us a challenge - as a 

Parish Council and Parish community - in our 

stewardship over Parish property and finances.

In her previous role in the Diocese of Melbourne, 

then Archdeacon Taylor had been witness to the 

financial struggles of some inner city Anglican 

Parishes leading to them having to sell and walk 

away from their historic church properties and 

facilities. These parishes had fallen on lean times 

and, having previously drawn down their other property and financial assets, had nothing left, 

financially, to maintain their buildings or pay salaries. Some buildings were converted to high-

end housing while others demolished to make way for apartments and other development.

A lesson she shared from that time was in having a longer term vision for Parish assets and 

property - beyond short term needs and concerns - in so far as they sustain the continued and 

growing ministry of the Parishes into the future. 

St Stephen's is, in her view, currently experiencing a time of relative plenty and maintains a 

sound financial position. In that context, she encouraged the new Parish Council to review its 

stewardship obligations toward future, possibly leaner, times including a review of the previous 

decision to sell off Parish property assets to fund the Hall development. 

In responding to Bishop Alison's encouraging words, the Parish Council has therefore 

committed itself to a detailed review of the Hall funding model and toward our individual and 

corporate stewardship obligations as a Parish community.  Some more detail of the current 

project funding model is included on page 4 of this newsletter.

In 2022, St Stephen's will celebrate 100 years. How shall we invest our time, energy and 

finances to secure the next 100 years of proclaiming the Good News in Coorparoo?  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stewardship | noun |

 stew·ard·ship | the careful and 

responsible management of 

something entrusted to one's 

care (esp. property, finances or 

other affairs)
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DESIGN SPOT 

When we talk about our Parish Hall Redevelopment, we tend to think about the building itself - but 

that only really tells half the story about the planned upgrades. The other half is outside!

Perhaps the most significant upgrade that we will see over the coming year at St Stephen's will be 

the way the existing front carpark and entry areas will be transformed into a modern, welcoming and 

safe 'outdoor room.'

The design of the external forecourt and entry refurbishments have been undertaken with the 

following goals in mind: serve the accessibility needs of our elderly and disabled; safe and fun for our 

children; durable and low maintenance; a meeting place for the Parish and community; and 

adaptable toward a variety of uses and functions.

In demonstrating how the design addresses these priorities toward the benefit of the community, we 

have been successful in our applications for grant support through the Federal Government 'Stronger 

Community Program' and Brisbane City Council 'Accessibility and Inclusion Community Partnership 

Program'.

The design seeks to enhance the experience of the space by the thoughtful use of different materials 

and finishes including coloured concrete, rendered blockwork, artificial grass and even orange brick 

paving to visually tie-in with the church building. These materials, combined with steps, walls, and 

ramps help to create interest by breaking up an otherwise large featureless area. 

However, all these hard surfaces alone would likely result in an unpleasant experience exposed to 

the harsh sun for morning tea after the Sunday services. With this in mind, the courtyard includes a 

generous area of shade sail as well as the ample allocation of space as garden beds and planter 

boxes. Three trees are proposed for the space which, as they develop, will contribute further shade to 

the area.

Special thanks to Fiona Holliday and Anne Heap, who together with Marlene Dunning on the hall 

committee have assessed the plant selections proposed by the our landscape architect on behalf of 

the Hall Committee!! 
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How can you help? 

First of all Pray – This is about Jesus and His Church. It is not about glorifying ourselves with material 

excesses. Pray for the Parish Council, Church Wardens, Hall Committee members and staff as they seek 

God’s guidance in leading this Project and in being stewards of the gifts He has provided. Thank God for 

His goodness to us, for the heritage of His presence and work already done in Coorparoo and for the 

ministry to be done through these buildings in the future. 

Second, Give - Our Parish has a tremendous history of faithful, generous and sacrificial giving and it is, 

again, that the church family is asked to prayerfully consider giving specifically to this project over and 

above your general giving to the ministry of St Stephen’s. There will be opportunities to give in small and 

large ways according to means, through regular offerings or one-off social and other fundraising events.

Financial gifts or pledges to the Building Fund can be made through the use of specially marked 

envelopes to the offertory box or else electronically: BSB 704 901 Building Fund Account 0001 4591.

Third Get involved – The Hall Committee will be announcing various events and activities over the 

coming months to involve members of the Parish. Every one of us has a role to play in Christ’s ministry to 

this part of Brisbane – please speak to the Rector or one of the staff about how you can be involved in 

ministry and small groups in the Parish.

Finances 
In December, the Parish Council resolved that project funding would be provided through existing cash 

reserves and bequests together with the sale of a Parish-owned townhouse in Wishart (approx $390-

$400,000) as well as ongoing fund raising within the Parish (approx $40-$80,000). A loan of $100,000 from 

ANFIN was proposed to assist cashflow associated with the fund raising component. 

However in March this year, we heard from our Bishop who encouraged the new Parish Council to review the 

decision regarding the property sale and consider the preparation of a longer term plan for our assets – 

which we all agree are in need for work. Further, our thinking on the assets is challenging us to think more 

widely on our vision generally – all of which will require funding. 

This presented the current Parish Council with a challenge - on the one hand, we are nearly ready to start 

construction but on the other we need time to adequately consider the Bishop's comments before we could 

consider selling the Wishart property to fund the construction. Further, a significant portion of our project 

funds have been obtained through grants that are provided conditional on completion of the project this year!

In light of this conflict, Parish Council has, with Bishop Taylor's support, obtained approval for a loan of 

$443,000 from Anglican Financial Services, ANFIN. This loan, secured against the Wishart property, includes 

an interest-only period of 2 years and term of 20 years but can be paid down early without financial penalty.

Taking out a loan will enable us to deliver the project this year and, at the same time, thoroughly consider the 

capacity of the Parish to fund the project without drawing down our capital asset investments. 

Together, Parish Council are reading "Giving Generously" by Rod Irvine. Rod, who lives in Brisbane, was 

previously Rector of Figtree Anglican Church in Woollongong for 20 years during which 

time he led that parish through a period of spiritual, numerical and physical growth. In 

his book, Rod shares the biblical and practical lessons of this time.

We were fortunate to hear directly from Rod at the April Parish Council meeting where 

he inspired us in our plans and thinking in relation to our Hall project.

Jim and others will be sharing more of our vision for our property assets 

as well as key learnings from Rod and his book over the coming months. 

Later this year or early 2018, Parish Council will revisit the question of 

selling the Wishart property as a possible means of drawing down the loan 

balance.
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Mothers Union 

When one looks into the history of ministry exercised through the 

St Stephen's Parish Hall, it is not possible to overlook the recurring 

influence of Mother's Union (MU).  

The St Stephen's branch of MU was formed in 1941 and has a 

strong association and worked closely with the Parish over 75 

years. 

But what is Mother's Union and what do they do? 

Now called "Anglican Mothers Union Australia" (and dropping the 

apostrophe - sorry to my grammar teacher!), MU was originally 

formed by Mary Sumner in southern England in 1876. As a young 

mother, Mary, amazed at the enormous responsibility of nurturing 

a human life, and conscious of 

her own inadequacies, set out 

to meet with other mothers for 

encouragement, support and 

education and to realise more 

fully their responsibilities as 

wives and mothers. The 

movement gained the 

endorsement as an 

organisation of the Diocese of 

Winchester before spreading 

throughout the world. By 1892 

Mothers' Union had reached 

Australia. 

The purpose of Mothers Union is to be especially concerned with all that strengthen and preserve 

marriage an Christian family life through branch level programmes that meet local needs through 

prayer, financial support and active involvement. 

Specifically, MU Australia operates with the following objectives: 

‣  To promote and support married life 

‣  To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their children 

‣  To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship and service 

‣  To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children 

‣  To help those whose family life has met with adversity 

MU members are not all mothers, nor all women. Single, married, parents, grandparents, and young 

adults all play roles in MU branches around Australia.  

The St Stephens branch currently have 20-30 members, ladies aged 60-95 years, who meet on the 

second Thursday of the month in the Parish Hall. Five of our current ladies have over 50 years 

membership! 
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"We have a varied program including bible study, a time of sharing, craft days, guest speakers and an 

annual bus trip." said Jan Gavegan, President of the St Stephen's MU group. "Typical meetings start 

with a short service followed by morning tea, programme and meeting." 

The group invites other branches in the deanery and the congregation on special occasions and cater 

for funerals if required. 

The proposed improvements to the hall will be a welcome upgrade for MU. "The Parish hall has played 

a central role for MU activities at St Stephens for many, many years." recounts Jan. "We are very much 

looking forward to having the kitchen refreshed and a number of members will benefit from the 

improved accessibility features that are proposed both inside and outside the building." 

The long-standing membership of the group is testament to the significance of Mothers Union in the 

lives of its members. "Mothers Union means a lot to me" says Jan. "I especially remember when my 

husband, Mike, passed away 14 years ago. I was branch President at the time and I just give thanks to 

God for the wonderful love, care and support I receive from MU members and St Stephen's church 

family." 

Do you want to know more or get involved with Mothers Union? Speak with Jan Gavagan at the 

7:30am service or contact the office. 
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St Stephen's MU 70th Anniversary Holy Communion service and 

luncheon on 9 June 2011. Members and visitors.
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Helen Barrett (left) and Joan Crawshaw (right) being presented with 

badges for 65 years and 50 years membership respectively!



Any questions? 

• I think you've made a mistake on the drawings - you are showing three toilet cubicles in the 

existing ladies toilets but there are only two.

By adding a modern, dedicated, unisex disabled toilet, near the hall entry, we have asked the 

architects to reconfigure the existing mens and ladies toilets to increase capacity.

For the ladies, this will involve dividing the existing (semi) accessible toilet space into two standard 

cubicles in order to provide a total of three toilets within the existing space.

But wait there's more!

The mens toilets will get a similar treatment. By replacing the existing accessible toilet space with a 

pair of wall-mounted urinals, there will be increased capacity to find that relief you need, when you 

need it.

Ladies & men of St Stephen's rejoice! 

• Speaking of the facilities, is that a shower in the new disabled toilet?

You're right!

The accessible toilet has been set out by the architects to be compliant with the best practice and 

current Australian Standards / Building Code requirements for new building works. In doing so, it is 

possible to serve a dual purpose of fitting a shower into the room with only a very small increase to 

the room size.

So in the future, if you fancy riding your bike to church it will be possible to quickly rinse off the sweaty 

aroma before the service. We'd all appreciate it. 

PS - the disabled toilet will also be fitted with a fold-down, wall-mounted baby change table. Be sure 

to thank Jin Yoshikawa for that idea next time you're ordering a coffee mums and dads!

• A while ago there was an enclosed secure child's play area shown on the drawings but now I 

don't see it. I thought the new courtyard was going to be safer for our kids?

The safety of young children using the hall and the church has been a central requirement throughout 

the design process.

When the hall committee started reviewing the DA drawings with our architects, we challenged them, 

and ourselves, with the question of whether we could develop a solution that made the whole area 

safer without the need for a child-safe 'cage'.

They are not animals after all - at least not when they're in their Sunday best!

Working with leaders and parents in the Little Lambs playgroup and pre-prep Sunday School, the Hall 

Committee developed a series of alternative fence and gate arrangements for review and feedback. 

The final agreed arrangement seeks to create a safe yet fully open courtyard area with only very 

limited opportunities for young children to escape find themselves in harm's way.

An additional gate at the lower carpark and at the side balcony of the church building are proposed to 

exclude the external stairs and balcony between the church and hall from being used for play.

Please email your questions to office@ststephenscoorparoo.org.au
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The St Stephen's Hall and Forecourt Redevelopment project is proudly supported by funding 

from Brisbane City Council under the Access and Inclusion Community Partnership 

Programme and Heritage Incentive Scheme as well as from the Australian Government under 

the Stronger Communities Program.


