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WHAT YOU NEED
Blindfold

WHAT YOU DO
One member of the family is blindfolded, while other members 
hide in a designated space in the house. When the blindfolded 
family member says a family member’s name, they must say, 
“Here I am”. When the ‘blind man’ finds someone, they must 
touch them and say their correct name. When all the family 
members have been found, it’s someone else’s turn to play.

WHAT YOU SAY
The Bible tells a story about a little boy named Samuel who 
was called by God. Samuel had never heard God’s voice before. 
God had to call him three times until Samuel realised it was 
God speaking to him. With faith and obedience, Samuel led a 
long, close walk with God and was greatly used by Him. 

We can ask God to speak to us, and He promises to answer.
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This devotional has been designed for the entire 
church family. Whether you’re living alone, 
an empty nester, or raising kids or teens, our 
prayer is that God will speak to you through this 
devotional series as we journey together.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

FAMILY EXPERIENCE 
Each week you’ll find a family experience. This is something 
interactive you can do as a family throughout that week to 
tie-in with what you’ve been discovering through the daily 
devotions.

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
This is the guiding passage of scripture from the Bible for the 
day’s devotional. It would be great as a family, as a group or  
on your own to open the Bible and read the passage out loud. 

If you don’t have a Bible, 
and they can give you one. Or if you’re using a tablet, 

phone,  or other device, you can download the YouVersion 
Bible app  for free. The version being used in this devotional 
is the NIV (New International Version).

TAKE OFF...
After you read the Bible passage, you’ll be ready to take off 
on thinking more deeply and practically about what this 
passage might mean for you as an individual, as a family,  
and for us as a church.

FAMILY CORNER
In the family corner, you’ll find some discussion questions 
you can use if you’re living in a family with kids. 

GO DEEPER
If thinking more deeply and widely about the day’s devotional 
suits you better, then skip family corner and go straight to  
go deeper.
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GO DEEPER
How can you listen effectively to 

God’s voice?

Spend time actively listening to God 
this week both individually and as a 
household.

FAMILY CORNER
PARENTS ASK KIDS
When was a time you weren’t 
listened to? How did it make  
you feel?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
Have you ever heard from God? 
If yes, tell me about it?

TAKE OFF
I’m sure we’ve all been asked the question 
by friends, teachers, colleagues: ‘Are you 
listening?!’ 

The International Listening Association 
(www.listen.org) states most of us are 
distracted, preoccupied or forgetful about 
75 per cent of the time we should be 
listening, and often immediately after we 
listen to someone, we only recall about 50 
per cent of what they said. The business of 
life, combined with the distractions of noise 
and the wandering of our minds, often 
prevents us not only from listening to each 
other but from listening to God.

Samuel was a special prophet of God. As 
a young child, he had never heard God’s 
voice before. God called him three times 
until Samuel realised it was God’s voice 
speaking to him. With faith and obedience, 
Samuel led a long, close walk with God and 
was greatly used by Him. Imagine if he had 
missed that call – kings, leaders of the time 
and generations would have missed out on 
God’s leading. 

So today, let’s learn to listen to God’s voice 
and discern His call on our lives. Ask God 
to speak to you. He promises to answer. 

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Therefore my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your 
calling and election. For if you do these things you will never stumble, 
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 PETER 1:10-11

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Here I am, You called me... Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 
1 SAMUEL 3:8
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GO DEEPER
Have you asked God if He has a 
special calling or plan for your life?

Reflect on: 1 Samuel 3:10 and 
John 10:27 (examples of John 
following Jesus).

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYBODY ANSWER
What’s the best phone call you’ve 
ever had and why was it so good?

TAKE OFF
God’s calling is the unique plan or task He 
has for you. It doesn’t matter how young or 
old you are, God just wants you to be open 
to whatever He wants to do in your life. 
Though it may seem daunting at times, if 
we are willing to be used by God, He will 
use us. Ultimately, He wants to use us to 
reach this world with the good news of 
Jesus Christ that once saved us!

Additionally, by being grounded in God and 
listening to His calling, it will help you to 
stay focused on Him and on what’s really 
important, so that you don’t get ‘side-
tracked’ and stumble away from God’s plan.
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FAMILY CORNER
PARENTS ASK KIDS

What are you most afraid of?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
What are you most afraid of?

ISAIAH 43:1-2

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might. And 
these words that I command 
you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk 
of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down 
and when you rise.”  
DEUTERONOMY 6:5-7

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; 
You are Mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.” 
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GO DEEPER
What things might be standing in 
the way of God’s calling? Is there 
anything you are fearful of that 
needs to be brought to God?

Reflect on: Ephesians 2:10, 
Hebrews 11: 1-6.

TAKE OFF
How many times have you been faced with 
a situation where you know it’s the right 
thing to do, but your fears try and overtake? 

There are countless people in the Bible and 
throughout history who have felt exactly the 
same way. Mother Teresa had to overcome 
all odds as she left for India with virtually 
no money in order to follow God’s call 
to devote her life to serving the poor of 
Calcutta. Moses felt completely inadequate 
and made his doubts and fears very clear 
to God, yet God equipped him to lead His 
people out of slavery from Egypt. 

God does not call anyone into his service 
without giving them the grace to be able 
to respond to it and follow through on it. 
Every calling can present challenges, but 
God is there to guide us and gives us the 
courage to obey and fulfill our God-given 
mission. We don’t have to have all the skills 
and expertise – Jesus is calling everyday, 
ordinary people to fulfill His mission in the 
world today. 

GO DEEPER
Pray together about God’s specific 
plan for you and your family. 

Read Psalm 78:5–7 to learn more 
about God’s multi-generational 
plan for families. 

FAMILY CORNER
WHAT YOU NEED
Draw and cut out hearts, one for 
each member of the family. (So, 
four family members = four hearts).

WHAT YOU NEED
On each heart, write a family 
member’s name. Put the hearts 
in a hat or box. One by one, each 
family member pulls out a heart. As 
a heart is pulled out, other family 
members say things that are special 
about the name written on the heart. 
Continue until each family member 
has been talked about. 

TAKE OFF
Often we spend a lot of time praying and 
reflecting on our personal calling and God-
given dreams, but have you thought about 
what God’s purpose is for your family? 

We know that God instructs parents to 
nurture and develop in their children a love 
of God and obedience to His Word through 
everyday living. God has even more in store 
for families – He created families for a 
specific purpose! Even greater than the 
memories we make or the experiences we 
share as a family is the opportunity we have 
to share the Good News about Jesus and 
fulfill the great commission!

Throughout scripture we see families 
as God’s multi-generational plan for the 
world.  Remember, ‘We do not live to glorify 
our families; our families live to glorify 
God.’ (Erika Dawson). God’s overall plan for 
families is ultimately to glorify Him. 
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BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” MATTHEW 28:19–20
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GO DEEPER
Will you answer God’s call in our 
generation? Will you obey His call 
to make an eternal difference 
in the lives of people in our 
community, our nation and our 
world?

Reflect on these scriptures about 
impacting our world for God: 
Psalm145:4, Genesis 22:18,  
Psalm 100:5. 

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYBODY ANSWER
What can you do this week that 
could shine Jesus’ light into 
someone’s life?

TAKE OFF
God’s call is not to a chosen few, but to 
us all individually and corporately. We are 
called to grow in our own faith and in our 
corporate faith – working and partnering 
together for God’s purposes. In fact, the 
church is called to be a ‘light-house’ to 
the community as it points people towards 
Jesus Christ. 

Our prayer at  is that we 
would be:

• Growing a diverse community of people,
surrendered to Christ and actively
listening to His call

• Sending the next wave of ordinary people
to make an extraordinary difference in
the world today

• Building a generation of young people
that has the courage to follow Jesus’ call
whatever the cost.

As a church, we feel that together we 
are called to  where 
many more young people, like Samuel, 
will grow up learning to hear God’s voice, 
and having the courage to be obedient 
to His call throughout their lives. 

WHAT YOU NEED
• Two medium–large mirrors

• Camera

• Whiteboard marker or lipstick

WHAT YOU DO
In one mirror, with the whiteboard marker or lipstick, write 
your family name with a message (e.g. Smiths 4 EVA).

As a family, stand in front of the mirror with someone in front 
holding the other mirror, capturing the entire family. Someone 
at the back takes the never-ending photo. 

Share your photo  

WHAT YOU SAY
With God, our lives have a forever, never-ending or eternal 
significance. God not only gives us a purpose as individuals, 
but us a family and as a church.
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FAMILY CORNER
EVERYBODY ANSWER
How does God give you purpose as 
you go about your day? Do you stop 
to listen to His direction?

FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Draw a picture of what you hope 
heaven will be like. Have a look  
at each other’s pictures. What do 
you notice?

“(It is He) who has saved us, and called us to a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace 
which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began.”
2 TIMOTHY 1:9

BIBLE SNAPSHOT BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in His holy people, and His incomparable great 
power for us who believe.” EPHESIANS 1:18-19
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GO DEEPER
What is the link between obedience 
to God and our eternal purpose? 

See James 1:22.

GO DEEPER
Jesus has prepared an amazing 
place for us in eternity. What do 
you imagine it will be like? How 
real is that goal to you?

Here’s a challenge: live today, like 
you might be in heaven tomorrow. 

TAKE OFF
Imagine there’s no heaven.
It’s easy if you try.
No hell below us, above us only sky.
Imagine all the people, living for today.
You probably recognise these words written by John Lennon, one of the Beatles. What would  
it be like if there was no heaven nor hell, if God’s fingerprints were erased from the universe? 
The answer is: only hopelessness and a life without meaning.

Without God, our life has no ultimate purpose with people only ‘living for today’ and being happy 
in the moment. King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1 reflected on what life would be like without God 
and arrived at the same conclusion: meaningless, utterly meaningless. 

With God, life is given back its hope, meaning and value. It has meaning because what we do 
carries eternal significance and consequences. God not only gives our life purpose but he has 
also given us, the Church, an eternal purpose – to declare to the world the good news of Jesus 
Christ. As we obey God’s holy calling, God’s eternal purposes can be accomplished in the world.

TAKE OFF
Many self-help books talk about the 
importance of having long-term goals. 
Long-term goals are something you want 
to accomplish in the future. To achieve 
these goals, we are often told to work 
backwards by thinking about what you 
want to achieve, then planning steps going 
back to what you can do right now. Experts 
suggest that by having a long-term goal, 
you are giving yourself a clear plan for how 
to conduct yourself in your present life.

Do you have a long-term goal? As 
Christians, we all have one but so often we 
can lose sight and take our focus from the 
eternal glory that we will share with Jesus. 
As we live with eternity in sight, believing 
that nothing can separate us from the love 
or hope we have in Christ, we can truly 
build our daily lives around God’s eternal 
purposes. 
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FAMILY CORNER
PARENTS ASK KIDS
God has given each of us 
something we’re good at. What’s 
He given you?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
How are you using God’s gift?

of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.” EPHESIANS 3:10

works which God prepared in advance for you to do.” EPHESIANS 2:10

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“His intent was that now, through the Church, the manifold wisdom 

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“For you are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
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FAMILY CORNER
EVERYBODY ANSWER

. Name all 
the different countries that we 
have missionaries serving God 
in. How many local people and 
places can you name that are 
serving Jesus? How do you 
think this has shaped our city?

GO DEEPER
Read more on the role of the 
Church today: Matthew 28:19–20, 
Mark 16:15, Luke 24:46–47.

GO DEEPER
Think on the message in this poem:

Help us Lord to see ourselves 
Through your loving eyes 
To see what you see in us 
And to come to realise

That everything we possess 
Comes directly from you 
The gifts, the talents you’ve  
place within 
Are there for us to see

To reach with hope to those that hurt 
To those who’ve lost their way 
It’s your gifts, Lord, they’re not our own 
So take them, Lord, we pray

And use them for your glory 
So others may be blessed 
And have their spirits lifted 
And their souls also refreshed

So they can be challenged 
To seek more after you 
To be much more empowered 
For whatever they may do.

By MS Lowndes

Reflect on 1 Peter 4:10: 
identify your gift.

TAKE OFF
A mother once asked her child if he knew 
what a church was. With a big smile on his 
face he said, “Yes, mum, that’s where God 
lives”. 

Though we know God does not physically 
live in a church, the young boy’s statement 
is profound: God does live in the Church – 
in the company of all who believe in Him 
and have accepted Him as their Saviour. 
The Bible refers to the Church as the Body 
of Christ. As a local congregation, God 
wants us to work together so that we can 
minister to others more effectively. 

The outreach of the Church is worldwide. 
When Jesus’ ministry on Earth finished, 
He commanded the Church to carry His 
good news to the world. In a society where 
there is so much sadness, destruction and 
breakdown of families, it is vital that we 
reach out. As each member of the Church 
listens to God’s call, they can reach out to 
each other and, in turn, impact the world 
around them. As we do this, families can 
be saved, communities put back together, 
nations healed and our world can be 
impacted by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

TAKE OFF
Our lives are God’s gift to us; how we live is 
our gift to God.

What is stewardship? It is the wise and 
responsible use of the gifts God has given 
to us. As we use our gifts and treasure in 
accordance with God’s will, our lives are 
made more meaningful. Additionally, as we 
grow in our ability to hear and accept God’s 
call, we allow our life to be guided by God’s 
will rather than our own desires.

Being a good steward means putting God 
at the centre of your life and being aware of 
the choices we make and the significance 
of our decisions. Ultimately, we are called 
to use our time, our talents and our 
treasure to fulfill God’s purpose for our 
lives and for the world. 
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FAMILY CORNER
PARENTS ASK KIDS
God has given each of us 
something we’re good at. What’s 
He given you?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
How are you using God’s gift?

of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.” EPHESIANS 3:10

works which God prepared in advance for you to do.” EPHESIANS 2:10

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“His intent was that now, through the Church, the manifold wisdom 

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“For you are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
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FAMILY CORNER
KIDS ASK PARENTS
Apart from immediate family, 
who has helped you the most  
to get closer to God?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
Who has been your biggest 
influencer or helper in getting 
closer to God?

“David served God’s purpose in his generation.” ACTS 13:36

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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GO DEEPER
Why is it so important to reach 
out specifically to the children and 
young people in our generation?

For David, it was recorded that 
he served God’s purpose for his 
generation. What would you want 
God to write about you?

TAKE OFF
God has a purpose for every generation. 
Throughout history, many have been 
called to impact their generation for God. 
For Martin Luther, he was able to reveal 
Christ to Europe and shake the Roman 
Catholic Church to its foundations. Through 
his obedience to God, he started the 
Reformation and fulfilled God’s purposes 
for his generation. 

When England was turning its back on 
God, John Wesley, the son of an Anglican 
vicar, heard the call of God on his life. He 
travelled more than 400,000 kilometres, 
mostly on horseback, and preached more 
than 40,000 sermons. He went on to 
establish the Methodist movement, which 
brought about a spiritual renewal in his 
generation. 

God has a purpose for our generation and 
it’s our responsibility to listen to His call. 
Acts 13:36 writes about how David served 
God’s purposes for his generation before  
he died. His ministry was relevant and 
timely as he served God’s eternal and 
unchanging purpose in his generation.  
We must be the same.

WHAT YOU NEED
• Obstacles (glass of water, eggs, cushions, tea cups,

a pile of books)

• Blindfold

WHAT YOU DO
Lay out the obstacles from one end of a room to the other. 
Blindfold a family member. The sighted family members must 
guide the  family member through the obstacle 
course using only their voices. Once the first member of the 
family is successfully through the course, change the course 
a little bit and it’s someone else’s turn.

WHAT YOU SAY
To walk through the obstacle course, we needed to have faith 
in the ones directing us. That meant we had to trust them even 
without knowing what was ahead. To walk by faith in life is to 
trust God.
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FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWER
When have you trusted in God 
when it’s been really hard to do so?

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for… 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those 
who earnestly seek Him.” HEWBREWS 11:1,2,6
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GO DEEPER
Share an example of when you 
walked by faith despite the 
circumstances. 

Living by faith: 2 Corinthians 5:7.

TAKE OFF  Consider this: Faith = Life     Sight = Existence

Sight gives us the ability to take in knowledge of the visible world, from the surface of the earth 
to the region of the stars. All that we can see is temporary, but the things we don’t perceive with 
our senses are eternal. When scripture says we live by faith, not by sight, it means that we walk 
according to the response of our spirits to the word of God, and not according to our sensory 
perception. 

This doesn’t always mean we’ll be fighting against our five senses, because often what our 
senses tell us lines up with what God is stirring in our hearts. What is does mean is that if 
the stirring of our spirits and what we perceive with our senses don’t line up, we are to live 
according to the stirring of our spirit, by the Word of God. Therefore, the primary source of 
instruction for us is not what we perceive, but what we believe. 

Overall, walking by faith means living life in light of eternal consequences. To walk by faith is 
to trust God more than man; to obey the Bible even when it conflicts with man’s commands; 
to choose righteousness over sin, no matter what the cost; to trust God in every circumstance; 
and to believe God rewards those who seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). 

Believe in God, even when you can’t see it. 

GO DEEPER
Children are often asked to trust 
their parents even when they don’t 
understand. Jesus asked us to 
come to Him like little children. Can 
you trust God even when you don’t 
understand?

More on what the Bible says about 
obeying God:

• We are to obey out of our love for Him
as our Father (Deuteronomy 7:9).

• We are to obey out of our fear
of Him as Creator and Judge
(Hebrews 12:28).

• We obey Him out of our hope in
Him as rewarder of those who
serve Him (Hebrews 11:6).

FAMILY CORNER
PARENTS ASK KIDS
What’s one of our family rules? 
Why is it a rule?

KIDS ASK PARENTS
What’s the longest time you’ve 
waited for God to answer a prayer? 
Why did you wait?

TAKE OFF
There are times when what God tells us 
just doesn’t seem to make sense. 

From the beginning of time it’s been this 
way, when Adam and Eve were told not to 
eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. They just couldn’t 
understand why they shouldn’t eat this fruit 
and the thought of gaining more knowledge 
was appealing to them. Since they didn’t 
understand, they chose to disobey God and 
eat the fruit. 

On the other hand, we see Noah who didn’t 
understand the big picture of why God told 
him to build the ark. Regardless, Noah 
obeyed and was saved.

By nature, we often don’t like being told 
what to do, particularly when it sounds 
irrational! When God’s commands don’t 
seem to make sense, this is when our faith 
is really put to the test. 

Key points to remember:

• The Lord gives us instructions because
He knows what’s best for us.

• All of God’s commands have a purpose
that we won’t always understand.

• The more we go deeper into the
scriptures and spend time with God, the
better we understand His ways.

• God’s commands may seem irrational,
but it’s imperative you obey – don’t allow
your feelings to decide what’s right.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.” PROVERBS 3:5–6

 

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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GO DEEPER
Is there anything you have noticed 
that stops you from hearing God’s 
voice?

Read James 1:19-21, which 
describes the attitudes we should 
have when listening to God.

TAKE OFF
Here are 10 points to remember when listening to God’s Word as we aim to build a life of faith:

• While some books were written for information, the Bible was written for transformation.

• The Word of God must be believed and received (believe it).

• The Word of God must be lived (show it) - James 1:22.

• Open your spiritual ears when listening to the word of God: Faith does not come from
physical hearing, but with spiritual hearing.

• Faith will come when we are firmly established in the Word of God – Hebrews 13:9.

• Faith comes when we meditate on the promises of God – 1 Timothy 4:15.

• Faith is a gift from God given through the hearing of the Word, which is applied by the power
of the Holy Spirit –Romans 10:17.

• Know that the Bible is living and powerful, it is a two-edged sword – Hebrews 4:12.

• The Word of God is a mirror that reflects to us the truth about who we are and what we need
– James 1:23-35.

• Without the Word, we have no faith, no hope, no understanding and no salvation, so allow the
Word of God to abide in your hearts – Psalm 119:11.

“Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” LUKE 6:38

“Faith comes from hearing the word of God.” ROMANS 10:17

BIBLE SNAPSHOT BIBLE SNAPSHOT

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYBODY ANSWER
What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received? What is the best gift 
you’ve ever given?

GO DEEPER
Share about a time when you really 
enjoyed giving to someone else.

Think on this: When we give, it will 
cost us something. It’s actually that 
cost which gives our gift value. 

TAKE OFF
Giving is a form of grace. We love because 
God first loved us and we give because God 
first gave to us. Giving isn’t just God’s way 
of getting from us. It’s His way of raising 
His children as we learn to have faith in 
Him. When Jesus sacrificially gave His life 
for us, this was the essence of giving, the 
source of giving and the model for giving. 

One of the biggest deterrents to giving is 
fear – including the fear that if we give too 
much away, we won’t have enough for the 
things we need or want. However, when we 
give sacrificially – above and beyond what is 
comfortable and easy – we are expressing 
our faith and trust in God to provide for our 
family and for us. 

Remember:

• We are not called to give according to
what we have: we are called to give even
when we don’t have it.

• Giving involves a certain amount of giving up.

• Giving and faith go together. This doesn’t
just mean money – it’s everything. It’s
about giving God our most valuable
possession. The irony is: it’s never really
ours until we give it to God.
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FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY
What you need
String
2 tin cans
Masking tape
Very small Phillips screwdriver

What you do

1 Wash both tin cans out with soapy water and dry them. Make sure the openings of 
the tins aren’t sharp. If they feel a little sharp, be sure to secure masking tape along 
the opening.

2 With adult supervision, make a hole in the bottom (middle) of each tin can using the 
small screwdriver. Make sure that you make a very small hole.

3 Cut the string long enough so that you can reach different rooms or reach a long 
distance in the yard.

4 Thread the string through the hole at the bottom of the tin can so that the string has 
entered the inside of the tin can. Tie a knot big enough so that the string stays inside 
the can.

5 Repeat step 4 with the other tin can.

6 Hold one tin can and get someone else to take the other tin can. Walk the distance of 
the string so that the string is tight (not dangling).

7 Have one person hold the opening of the tin can over his/her ear while the other 
person speaks into the opening of the other tin can.

8 While 2 people are talking, have someone grab hold of the middle of the string and 
see what happens.

What you say

Grabbing the string got in the way of you two hearing each other. What are some of 
things that can get in the way of us hearing God?
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• By faith Noah built an ark when
there was not a cloud in the sky

• By faith Abraham and Sarah
became the parents of a nation

• By faith Moses led the Israelites
out of slavery

• By faith Joshua led the people
of Israel in the strangest march
ever recorded, and the result
was the conquering of Jericho.

What will be our faith story in our 
lives, our families, our church and 
our generation?

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWERS
Can you think of at least one 
person you have encouraged in the 
last week – in faith, hope and love?

GO DEEPER
Read about Barnabas in Acts 4. 

Be encouraged by Hebrews 11 and 
the members of the Hall of Faith: 

TAKE OFF
To encourage each other means to 
admonish, console or comfort each other. 
In fact, the same word is used to refer to 
the Holy Spirit – as our comforter or, we 
could say, encourager. 

Just as the Holy Spirit Spirit comforts us, 
we are to comfort others. The Christian 
life can be a challenge at times and 
circumstances can cause us to become 
discouraged. This is why God has gathered 
us together as a church, so we can 
encourage each other to grow in faith,  
hope and love, despite the challenges  
life might bring. 

In Acts, Barnabas (which means ‘son of 
encouragement’) teaches us how we can 
encourage. An encourager is someone  
who is willing to put their own money, 
resources and time aside in the interests 
of others. It is a person who’s aware 
of another’s needs and is willing to do 
something about it. It’s when we help 
others that we encourage them. 

So, this week, let’s encourage each other to:

• Believe God even when we don’t see it.

• Surrender to God even when we don’t
understand it.

• Persist even when we don’t feel like it.

• Give even when we don’t have it.

• Live by faith and listen to His call.

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.” 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11
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What you do

1 Wash both tin cans out with soapy water and dry them. Make sure the openings of 
the tins aren’t sharp. If they feel a little sharp, be sure to secure masking tape along 
the opening.

2 With adult supervision, make a hole in the bottom (middle) of each tin can using the 
small screwdriver. Make sure that you make a very small hole.

3 Cut the string long enough so that you can reach different rooms or reach a long 
distance in the yard.

4 Thread the string through the hole at the bottom of the tin can so that the string has 
entered the inside of the tin can. Tie a knot big enough so that the string stays inside 
the can.

5 Repeat step 4 with the other tin can.

6 Hold one tin can and get someone else to take the other tin can. Walk the distance of 
the string so that the string is tight (not dangling).

7 Have one person hold the opening of the tin can over his/her ear while the other 
person speaks into the opening of the other tin can.

8 While 2 people are talking, have someone grab hold of the middle of the string and 
see what happens.

What you say

Grabbing the string got in the way of you two hearing each other. What are some of 
things that can get in the way of us hearing God?
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• By faith Noah built an ark when
there was not a cloud in the sky

• By faith Abraham and Sarah
became the parents of a nation

• By faith Moses led the Israelites
out of slavery

• By faith Joshua led the people
of Israel in the strangest march
ever recorded, and the result
was the conquering of Jericho.

What will be our faith story in our 
lives, our families, our church and 
our generation?

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWERS
Can you think of at least one 
person you have encouraged in the 
last week – in faith, hope and love?

GO DEEPER
Read about Barnabas in Acts 4. 

Be encouraged by Hebrews 11 and 
the members of the Hall of Faith: 

TAKE OFF
To encourage each other means to 
admonish, console or comfort each other. 
In fact, the same word is used to refer to 
the Holy Spirit – as our comforter or, we 
could say, encourager. 

Just as the Holy Spirit Spirit comforts us, 
we are to comfort others. The Christian 
life can be a challenge at times and 
circumstances can cause us to become 
discouraged. This is why God has gathered 
us together as a church, so we can 
encourage each other to grow in faith,  
hope and love, despite the challenges  
life might bring. 

In Acts, Barnabas (which means ‘son of 
encouragement’) teaches us how we can 
encourage. An encourager is someone  
who is willing to put their own money, 
resources and time aside in the interests 
of others. It is a person who’s aware 
of another’s needs and is willing to do 
something about it. It’s when we help 
others that we encourage them. 

So, this week, let’s encourage each other to:

• Believe God even when we don’t see it.

• Surrender to God even when we don’t
understand it.

• Persist even when we don’t feel like it.

• Give even when we don’t have it.

• Live by faith and listen to His call.

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.” 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11
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WHAT YOU NEED
•

• Scissors 

WHAT YOU DO

. Jumble up the pieces 
and put the puzzle together as a family.

WHAT YOU SAY
Being a good steward is like being a  
puzzle piece in God’s plan. He needs 
all of us to complete His picture.
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FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWERS
If you were given $100, what five 
things would you spend your 
money on?

Make a list of the five most 
important things in your life. 
Do your lists match up?

GO DEEPER
How can we be better stewards? 
What opportunities are you 
missing, or may one day miss, if 
you do not use money wisely in 
light of eternity?

Don’t miss this: Jesus made a 
direct connection between our 
present handling of earthly wealth 
and His future decision to entrust 
to our care another kind of wealth. 
If you are untrustworthy about 
worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with the true riches of heaven?

TAKE OFF
A steward is someone who takes care 
of another’s property. The word steward 
actually means, ‘manager of a house.’ 
It doesn’t mean owner of the house, but 
manager of the house. So who’s the owner 
of everything? The answer is: GOD. From 
beginning to end, scripture emphasises 
God’s ownership of everything.  

God not only owns the universe, but we 
also belong to Him. 1 Corinthians 6:19-
20 says, “You are not your own; you were 
bought at a price”. Therefore stewardship 
means managing our physical, mental 
and spiritual lives. We are stewards of 
our families, workplaces, communities, 
churches and nations. Additionally, we 
are caretakers of animals and the earth’s 
environment. Not only does God own 
everything but He grants us our money-
making skills and determines how much of 
His wealth He will entrust to us. 

In the financial world, a good investment 
manager doesn’t do what he feels like with 
his client’s money. Why? Because he knows 
those assets don’t belong to Him! When 
spending, we need to act as if we’re not 
the owners, but as the Lord’s trustee. God 
expects us to use all the resources He gives 
us to best carry out our responsibilities in 
furthering His Kingdom. 

Remember, as long as you hold tightly to 
something, you’ll believe you own it. But 
when you give it away, you let go of the 
control and allow God to guide you. 

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it.” PSALM 24:1

“The land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.” LEVITICUS 25:23
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BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” MATTHEW 6:19–21
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FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWER
Watch this YouTube clip on 
hoarding: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w4rD5X3gR9w

We can spend what God gives us  
on stuff that just builds up and 
doesn’t last, or we can spend our 
money wisely. 

GO DEEPER
What do your possessions say 
about you? How would your life – or 
status – change if you suddenly lost 
them all? How does materialism 
affect your relationship with God?

How much does your lifestyle 
reflect and conform to the values 
prevalent in our consumer society?

TAKE OFF 
As Australians, we love our bricks and 
mortar castles, so it’s no surprise that 
half the money we spend is on housing, 
food and eating out, cars and transport. 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics says 
the average Australian household spends 
approximately $1236 a week on goods 
and services. Following closely behind is 
money spent on leisure – and who doesn’t 
love leisure? Surveys show the average 
person spends $960 a month on leisure or 
non-essential items (July 2013). That’s a lot 
of extra money spent outside of the regular 
bills like mortgages, utilities or groceries. 

The Bible actually warns us about 
becoming centred on possessions and 
money. Some people can be materially 
wealthy, but desperately poor spiritually. In 
fact, materialism blinds us to our spiritual 
poverty. So often people store up treasures 
on Earth rather than in heaven, not only 
because of greed and selfishness but 
because of fear and insecurity. However, 
putting our hope in earthly treasures 
does nothing but increase anxiety. This is 
because earthly treasures are so temporary 
and uncertain. 

The opposite of this is joyful freedom in 
Christ! Those who stay close to God will 
loosen their grip on money, which will 
cause money to loosen its grip on them. 

• Make a conscious effort to trust
God. Put thoughts, words and
commitments into action and
trust Him. Trust His directives
and guidance (Matthew 6:34).

• Pray diligently. Prayer is
the key that unlocks God’s
blessings, power and direction 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17–18). 

FAMILY CORNER
EVERYONE ANSWER
What are some day-to-day things 
that you sometimes worry about? 

As a family, pray for one 
another.

GO DEEPER

TAKE OFF
Since the Global Financial Crisis, many 
families have been motivated by fear of the 
financial future, and consequently have cut 
back on their tithes and offerings as an 
attempt at financial stability. Others trust 
in their investment and savings, often to 
find their hopes dashed when economic 
downturns deplete their assets. Many 
are wasting their lives trying to achieve 
financial security in a volatile world. 

God, on the other hand, wants us to enjoy a 
full, abundant life free from the stress that 
confidence in money and other material 
possessions brings. Rather than trusting 
in a worldly system, he calls us to depend 
entirely on Him. Trusting Him and keeping 
our financial vows to God is the way to 
ensure we won’t become victimised by a 
financial downturn.

We have learned in Hebrews 11:1 that faith 
is described as something we hope for that 
we don’t presently have. God’s plan is that 
we have some needs so we can develop and 
exercise our faith in Him. Faith’s enemy is 
worry; therefore don’t get caught up in the 
emotional trap of worry and anxiety. George 
Muller once said, “The beginning of anxiety 
is the end of faith and the beginning of true 
faith is the end of anxiety”.

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.” MATTHEW 6:31–34
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BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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find their hopes dashed when economic 
downturns deplete their assets. Many 
are wasting their lives trying to achieve 
financial security in a volatile world. 

God, on the other hand, wants us to enjoy a 
full, abundant life free from the stress that 
confidence in money and other material 
possessions brings. Rather than trusting 
in a worldly system, he calls us to depend 
entirely on Him. Trusting Him and keeping 
our financial vows to God is the way to 
ensure we won’t become victimised by a 
financial downturn.

We have learned in Hebrews 11:1 that faith 
is described as something we hope for that 
we don’t presently have. God’s plan is that 
we have some needs so we can develop and 
exercise our faith in Him. Faith’s enemy is 
worry; therefore don’t get caught up in the 
emotional trap of worry and anxiety. George 
Muller once said, “The beginning of anxiety 
is the end of faith and the beginning of true 
faith is the end of anxiety”.
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“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and 
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kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.” MATTHEW 6:31–34
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“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” MATTHEW 6:33

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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FAMILY CORNER
PARENT DISCUSSION
Do we need to make sacrifices 
in order to build God’s Kingdom? 
Listen to what God might be calling 
our family to give.

KIDS ACTIVITY

GO DEEPER
Discuss with your family the need 
to make sacrifices in order to build 
the Kingdom. 

Read and reflect on Mark 4:24.

TAKE OFF 
As we study this particular scripture in 
more detail, it’s important to realise that 
to make the Kingdom of God your primary 
concern means to put God first in your 
life. It means to fill your thoughts with 
His desires, to take His character for your 
pattern, and to serve and obey Him in 
everything. 

What’s really important to you? People, 
objects, goals and other desires all 
compete for your attention. Any of these 
can quickly bump God out of first place 
if you don’t actively choose to give Him 
first place in every area of your life. If we 
focus on building our own kingdoms, the 
Kingdom of God becomes secondary. 

Some ways to avoid building your own 
kingdom:

• Look at the big picture. If we view things
only from our own perspective, we’re in
danger of empire-building. Take other
views into consideration and maintain a
flexible mind and spirit.

• Admit that everything belongs to God. 
Realise the resources you have are not
yours; they belong to God.

• Let go of your fear. Listen to God’s call
and find true joy in giving to Him.

• We can use our time, talents and money 
to build our own kingdom or to build
God’s Kingdom. Whatever we build for
ourselves won’t last, but when we use
our money to build God’s Kingdom, 
we’ll receive an eternal return. 

FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Spend some time asking God what 
He might be calling you to give. 
What is God calling us to give?

GO DEEPER
Think about what this means 
for you:

“If a person gets his attitude 
towards money straight, it will help 
him straighten out almost every 
other area of his life. Tell me what 
you think about money, and I can 
tell you what you think about God, 
for those two are closely related. 
A man’s heart is closer to his 
wallet than almost anything else.” 
– Billy Graham

What is God calling you to give?

TAKE OFF
Generous (def): Liberal in giving or sharing, 
marked by abundance, charitable, lavish

Generosity is God’s antidote to greed. We 
gain by giving. We lose by withholding. Why 
is it more blessed to give than to receive? 
The Bible tells us that when we give freely 
and generously, we put God first and ahead 
of our own selfish interests. When we do 
this, we’re obeying His word and showing 
that we trust God. In fact, the degree of our 
giving is a clear indication of our freedom 
from fear. 

When we give instead of keep, we are 
investing into the eternal instead of the 
temporal. We are storing up treasures 
in heaven that will never stop paying 
dividends! As we listen to God’s call, we 
learn to seek first God’s Kingdom by giving 
generously. 

Where should we give first? The early 
believers brought their money to the 
apostles and trusted their gifts to spiritually 
qualified church leaders, who distributed 
them wisely. As Randy Alcorn writes in his 
book, Managing God’s Money, “Giving should 
start with your local Bible-believing, Christ-
centred church, the spiritual community 
where you’re fed and to which you are 
accountable.”

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“But since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you – see that 
you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7
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“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.” MATTHEW 6:33

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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them wisely. As Randy Alcorn writes in his 
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centred church, the spiritual community 
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you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7
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Hold a family party celebrating 
what God has done in your 
family, in our church and in  
the world.

Have crazy food for dinner and 
play party games.

Celebrate what God has done! 
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FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Each light a candle and say out loud 
what you’re thankful to God for.

GO DEEPER
How is worship evident in the way 
you live your life?

Our lives will worship whether we 
intend it or not. If you examine your 
life, who or what does it show you 
are worshipping? 

TAKE OFF
No activity has greater relevance and 
meaning than the worship of God. In the 
Old Testament, the Israelites were given 
precise instructions on how to worship 
God. These instructions were designed to 
teach the Israelites that God was totally 
unlike the gods they would encounter in 
the nations around them. Their system of 
worship centred around the temple where 
they would constantly offer sacrifices to the 
God who saved them. 

In the New Testament, something 
completely new happened. Through Jesus 
Christ, who sacrificed His life for our sins, 
we can now have a personal relationship 
with Him. We no longer need to make 
sacrifices to atone for our sins, but we are 
called to offer our whole lives as a spiritual 
act of worship to God. 

As we worship God with our whole lives, the 
world will see the glory of God. 

What are we called to?

• We are called to build a life of worship by
singing His praises.

• We are called to build a life of worship by
serving others.

• We are called to build a life of worship by
giving generously.

• We are called to build a life of worship by
telling the world about Jesus.

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“All the nations You have made will come and worship before you, 
O Lord; they will bring glory to Your Name. For You are great and  
do marvellous deeds; You alone are God.” PSALM 86 9–10
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28    Devotional Guide 29

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Come to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was 
rejected by the people, but He is precious to God who chose Him.  
And now God is building you, as living stones, into His spiritual temple. 
What’s more, you are God’s holy priests, who offer the spiritual 
sacrifices that please Him because of Jesus Christ.” 1 PETER 2:4–5

W
E

E
K

 5

W
E

E
K

 5

FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY

Just like our bodies are put together, 
God has put His body (the Church) 
together exactly the way He wants it. 
We need noses, and ears and hands 
and feet in the right places. Even 
though we are all different, we all 
play an important role in God’s great 
plan for the world.

GO DEEPER
Diamonds look like regular stones 
when they are dug out of the ground. 
It is only by rubbing against other 
diamonds that they become polished 
and are able to reflect light. Reflect 
on how this is like the need for 
Christians to be involved in a church 
family. 

Read Ephesians 4:15-16 (the body 
of Christ).

TAKE OFF 
The body of Christ can be pictured in 
two ways:

• The Church is a living, spiritual
temple, with Christ as the foundation
and cornerstone, and each believer
as a stone.

• We see the Church as a body, with
Christ as the head and each believer
as a member.

Both pictures emphasise community.  
One stone is not even a temple or a wall 
just as one body part is useless without  
the others. In our individualistic society, 
it is easy to forget that, as Christians, we 
rely on and work together. When God calls 
you to a task, remember that He is calling 
you to work with the body of the Church. 
Together your individual efforts can be 
multiplied!

When we worship, we come together and 
experience His presence and power. As the 
body of Christ we, as a diverse community 
of people, can grow together as we 
surrender to Christ and listen to His call. 
Together, we can make a difference today. 

FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY
God has deliberately placed you in 
this family. How many Christians, 
in heaven and on earth, can you 
count in your family?

What are you going to do to make 
sure you’re not the last Christian 
in your family?

GO DEEPER
What causes you to doubt yourself? 
How can this stand in the way of 
God’s call? Submit these to God 
and revel in the knowledge that you 
have been chosen by Him.

We are chosen by God – this 
requires simple, unquestioning 
faith in Him – read John 15:16.

TAKE OFF
Many people look in the mirror and see 
someone they don’t like very much. They 
see faults, flaws and failures. Often this is 
caused because people base their worth 
on their accomplishments. We don’t need 
to feel like this – God has chosen us! Yes, 
that’s right ,we have been chosen by God as 
His very own! 

Our relationship with Christ is far more 
important than our jobs or successes. 
Remember your value comes from being 
one of God’s children, not from what you 
can achieve. You have worth because of 
what God does, not because of what you do. 

So don’t doubt yourself or feel that you 
have nothing to offer. Throughout history, 
God has called ordinary people to step out 
in faith to accomplish extraordinary tasks in 
His power and through His provision. Those 
who had the courage to be obedient to His 
call saw God do miraculous wonders that 
changed the course of history. 

“…You are a chosen people, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His wonderful light.” 1 PETER 2:9

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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His very own! 
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important than our jobs or successes. 
Remember your value comes from being 
one of God’s children, not from what you 
can achieve. You have worth because of 
what God does, not because of what you do. 

So don’t doubt yourself or feel that you 
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God has called ordinary people to step out 
in faith to accomplish extraordinary tasks in 
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call saw God do miraculous wonders that 
changed the course of history. 

“…You are a chosen people, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His wonderful light.” 1 PETER 2:9

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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“…the joy of the LORD is your strength.” NEHEMIAH 8:10
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FAMILY CORNER
KIDS ASK PARENTS

How do you connect with God?

PARENTS ASK KIDS
What’s your favourite song to sing 
in church? Tell me some of the 
words or sing it for me.

GO DEEPER
Pray we will grow together in our 
worship experience at .

Reflect on Psalm 16:11.

TAKE OFF 
Look at the calling on our Church:

• Grow a diverse community of people,
surrendered to Christ and listening to His 
call.

• Send the next wave of ordinary people to
make an extraordinary difference in the
world today.

• Build a generation of young people that
has the courage to follow Jesus whatever
the cost.

•

 

If the joy of the Lord is our strength, then 
we’re going to need a whole lot of the 
Lord’s joy to stay strong enough to walk in 
this calling! 

Nehemiah discovered how to do it. He 
worshipped the God who called him. As 
he worshipped, his relationship with His 
heavenly Father filled him with joy, and 
that joy made him strong enough to see 
his calling right through to completion. It 
wasn’t a one-off experience. He had to keep 
going back, and it kept working!

That sounds like God. He wants us to be 
so out of our depth that we have to keep 
coming back for more! More of relationship 
with Him, more joy in that relationship and 
more strength to give to our calling!

FAMILY CORNER
FAMILY ACTIVITY
As a family, list the things that you 
are grateful for on a piece of paper. 
Pray a thanksgiving prayer to God 
for all those things.

Put the list on the fridge or 
somewhere everyone can see and 
be reminded of all the things this 
family is thankful to God for.

GO DEEPER
Reflect on this quote and discuss 
your reflections: 

“He meant us to see Him and live 
with Him and draw our life from 
His smile.” (AW Tozer)

Reflect on John 4:24.

TAKE OFF
Let’s celebrate this journey we’re on with 
thanksgiving and worship.

SAY THANK YOU!
God has been so good to you, to your family, 
and to our church family in the largest and 
the smallest details of life. Giving thanks is 
God’s will for you! (1 Thessalonians  5:18)

WORSHIP HIM!
The Westminster Catechism posed the 
question: What is the chief end of Man?  
The answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify  
God and enjoy Him forever.

The 24 elders of Revelation 4:11 agree:  
“You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and they exist because you 
created what You pleased.”

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence 

and awe.” HEBREWS 12:28

BIBLE SNAPSHOT
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