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  WHY 
      DO  
  WE   
 EXIST
        ?

As we approach the Centenary of St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church in 2022,  I am humbled by the 
sacrificial service and giving, both past and 
present, which has brought blessing to so many.  
Again and again in this district, people both within 
and outside our congregation have shared with 
me stories of the positive influence St Stephen’s 
has had on their lives.  Truly, God ‘has done 
exceedingly, abundantly more than we could ask  
or think.’  St Stephen’s, has been ‘a light on the 
hill’, a source of inspiration, in sharing the Good 
News of God’s love, locally and overseas. 

As a parishioner and at the moment, the Locum 
Rector, it is my privilege to be leading the Parish.  
I have long family connections with this church, 
where my wife and I were married. One of our 
daughters was baptised at St Stephen’s. My wife 
was a member of the GFS (Girls’ Friendly Society) 
and a Sunday School teacher.

St Stephen’s offers traditional, family and youth 
worship services shaped to meet the needs of  
our congregations.  Almost every week, we are 
joined by new families and individuals. Please join 
us and be part of experiencing the amazing depth 
of love and compassion, which is St Stephen’s. 
So many have and are benefitting from being 
members of our church family. 

At St Stephen’s, we seek to be part of the local 
community by supporting events and organisations.  
We are involved with our local schools through 
ReIigious Instruction, staff assisting a school 
chaplain, conducting a monthly service in a 
retirement complex and providing Holy Communion 
to those confined to their homes. We provide 
English Conversation Classes for ESL (English  
as a Second Language) students. Next year,  
with Churchie students’ assistance, we will start  
an after school Homework Club to assist pupils 
from local schools.

As we seek to be obedient to our God in 
strengthening present ministries and developing 
for the future, we need to better equip and 
rejuvenate all our facilities.  In the new year  
renovation commences on the hall and forecourt.  
Building on the vision and sacrifices of the past  
we are moving forward to be even more effective  
in the future.  

I invite you and your family to be part of maintaining 
our present ministries and creatively meeting future 
needs. These challenges require prayer and 
boldness in all aspects of giving. Please consider 
how you might be able to be part of this evelopment 
in the sacrifice of time, money and prayer.

Jim

St Stephen’s,  
has been ‘a light  
on the hill’, a source 
of inspiration, in 
sharing the Good 
News of God’s love. 
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FROM HIS  
HEART TO OURS

STEPPING OUT  
IN FAITH
God’s call on St Stephen’s to prepare the way for future generations 
to follow Jesus is not new.  As a church we have always known a 
strong call to disciple future generations through children’s and youth 
ministries and through small groups. The present St Stephen’s church 
building was opened in 1957.  

The St Stephen’s Hall and Forecourt Redevelopment project is proudly 
supported by funding from Brisbane City Council under the Access and 
Inclusion Community Partnership Programme and Heritage Incentive 
Scheme as well as from the Australian Government under the Stronger 
Communities Program.

A legacy of mission  
         and community life in Coorparoo

St Stephen’s Anglican Church was born through the revelation  

to, and initiative of, His people in Coorparoo. 

A gathering of faithful community men in late 1921 was the beginning 

of what became, a year later, the Dedication of St Stephen’s Church  

of England; a church for the residents of Coorparoo. 

The rapid growth of the parish over the following decade led, 

then Rector, Rev LS Quinlin, to request of the Parish Council the 

development of a hall for the purpose of accommodating the large 

numbers of children and to further develop the social aspect of  

the church. This significant financial investment in community  

life and local mission - especially the Sunday School ministry –  

was made at the height of the Great Depression and despite the 

need and desire for a larger church building.

The hall was opened in late 1937 and has since served the parish 

and people of Coorparoo for 80 years. It has hosted dances, Sunday 

School, community fetes, weddings, funerals, dinners and breakfasts, 

theatrical productions, youth group, clubs and societies (Scouts, 

CEBS, GFS, Mothers Union and more) and even functioning as one 

of the early child care facilities in the area.

Along the way, the building has been modified and adapted several 

times to accommodate changing needs and expectations according 

to available parish funds. These changes have seen the verandahs 

enclosed, new kitchen and toilets and even the entire building 

relocated on the site for the construction of the current church in 
the 1950s.

WHY  
DEVELOP NOW?
God has answered our prayers and is growing our church. We need to 
redevelop the hall both for safety and to help the children’s ministry grow.  

Now is the time to build, there is a time  
for everything, and a season for every activity 
under heaven…there is a time to build. 
Eccl 3:1,3

God has confirmed that it is His time for St Stephen’s. We have voted  
as a Parish Council and as a congregation in support of this project.  
We are standing on the shoulders of faithful servants who have gone 
before us.  

Now is the time for us to again step out in faith. Now is the time of  
God’s favour. Now is the time to show the people of Coorparoo that  
Jesus is God and there is no other.  

  Don’t put it off;  
                  do it now!  
      Don’t rest until you do

                                       Proverbs 6:4-14

THE NEED IS CLEAR…

THE SOLUTION  
IS CLEAR…

WE’RE BUILDING  
FOR LIFE…
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We discovered St Stephen’s 
in 2010 through a community 
playgroup. What we found was 
a warm and welcoming Godly 
community with a heart for 
children that has only grown  
in the years that have followed. 
The love, guidance and  
teaching provided to children  
at this church are exceptional 
and have been such a  
blessing to our family.

BUILDING LIVES 
THROUGH 
DISCIPLESHIP
At St Stephen’s we are passionate 
about wanting to “grow others 
up in Christ”. We seek to do this 
in every area of our church, from 
Kids’ Church to Connect Groups. 
The newly developed spaces will 
provide improved facilities and a 
comfortable setting for the range  
of ministries and connect groups  
to meet together.

Building lives through Worship 

Worship enables us to connect 
with God and each other. The hall 
redevelopment will provide a space 
where youth and children can  
“make a joyful noise unto the Lord”.

Building for our community 

Our community is one of affluence, 
but we know that sin and pain do not 
discriminate. There are many who 
are hurting and who don’t know the 
love of God and His forgiveness for 
their lives. The hall redevelopment 
provides us with opportunities to 
build on the connections we already 
have in the community and to 
further serve those around us.

WE ARE BUILDING 
FOR THE 
GENERATIONS
St Stephen’s has invested in 
our children and families over 
generations. This has resulted  
in sending out God’s people to  
the nations. It is time to build our 
new generation of God’s people. 
Little Lambs is one initiative 
aimed at reaching out to young 
families around us. Our Kids’ Club 
runs every Thursday afternoon 
and our Youth Programs reach 
out to young people in our local 
community. 

Improved and extended spaces 
will allow for more children,  
youth and families to hear the  
life-changing message of Jesus.

WE ARE BUILDING 
SPACES TO BE 
TOGETHER
We grow through doing life 
together. The newly developed 
areas will create improved and 
purpose built spaces for us to  
be and grow together. 

The beautifully designed new 
forecourt area will flow naturally 
from the church to the hall and 
encourage people to spend time 
together before and after services 
whilst enjoying a coffee from our 
new church café area.

I have been at  St Stephen’s 
all my life. I was baptized  
here, went to Sunday School 
here, was confirmed here 
and now attend services  
here. I love the family spirit 
at St Stephen’s, with most 
getting on like one great  
big happy family.

WE ARE BUILDING 
FOR LIFE



A HEARTFELT    
  RESPONSE

Your part in the St Stephen’s Building  
            for Life Project is between you and God.

OUR GOAL
To raise sufficient gifts and pledges on Commitment Weekend to complete the 
hall redevelopment and commence the next steps.

MY PART IN THE VISION
• Pray that God will continue to use your ministry gifts to help grow His kingdom. 

• Seek God for what He would like you to do next. 

• Prayerfully consider stepping out in faith to become part of God’s vision in our 

community during this season of building.

• Pray that the church will faithfully seek God’s direction at every stage, knowing 

that He is the one in control. 

• Pray and expect to see a mighty demonstration of God’s power as He answers 

our prayers.

WHAT ARE THE 
DEVELOPMENT STEPS
DEVELOPMENT STAGE FUNDRAISING GOAL

Stage One – Redeveloping our hall and outdoor 
forecourt area $600,000

Stage Two – Developing the areas under the  
hall and improvements to the Stephen’s Centre $600,000

Now faith is 
being sure of 

what we hope 
for and certain 
of what we do 
not see. This 

is what the 
ancients were 

commended for.
Hebrews 11:1-2

While everyone’s participation is important to St Stephen’s future, any financial 
commitment is also an important faith step for each one of us to consider.

No faith step comes without cost and sacrifice, and a plan as big as this will  
need all of us to be involved.

THIS ISN’T JUST ABOUT 
RAISING MONEY
It’s about our spiritual journey with 
God, and how much we believe God 
wants us to invest in St Stephen’s 
future and mission.

Everyone will be part of the journey 
that’s ahead of us at St Stephen’s,  
and everyone can respond in faith.

Sacrifice means willingly giving the 
best you have for a greater purpose.  
We can’t all give the same amount,  
but we can all give sacrificially.   
That way, we can all play our part.

LOOK FORWARD  
WITH JOY
Though the challenge ahead of  
us is great, God is greater still.

He can perform a great miracle  
of provision from our gifts. All we  
have to do is be obedient to the  
call we hear.



4 WAYS TO GIVE
1. Give a financial gift on Commitment 
Sunday
Pray, asking God for creative ways to increase your gift.  
You might consider income from savings, tax refunds, wind falls, 
garage sales, reducing expenses, deferring a major purchase…
involve your whole family. Pray about how much you can give  
on Commitment Sunday. Your gift may be in cash or by cheque, 
BPay or Direct Debit.

2. Make a pledge to give over the next 
36 months
This project will run for at least the next 3 years. In addition  
to the upfront gift on Commitment Sunday, we are also asking  
you to give over the next 36 months. See the potential giving  
chart on the next page – please consider this option.

3. Give a gift of assets
You may have shares or assets that could be sold, with  
proceeds given towards this project. Or you may consider making  
St Stephen’s Coorparoo a beneficiary of your family trust.

4. Make St Stephen’s a beneficiary  
in your will
You can benefit your church AND leave an inheritance for your  
heirs at the same time.

DETAILS  
FOR GIVING

DIRECT DEPOSIT:
St Stephen’s Building Fund

BSB: 704 901

Account: 0001 4591

MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:
St Stephen’s Building Fund

Postal Address: 343 Cavendish Rd, Coorparoo 4151

COMMITMENT 
SUNDAY

On Commitment Sunday, we’ll each bring our upfront gift offerings 
and Commitment Cards to our combined Thanksgiving service. 

The Building for Life Commitment Cards are what we intend to  
give over and above our regular offering over the next 36 months. 
Your commitment may be to give weekly, monthly, annually or at  
any time to suit you.

MY GIVING POTENTIAL
Each of us can give more than we think by giving it over a three-year 
period. Here are some examples:

Weekly Monthly 3 years

1000 4 333 156 000
500 2 167 78 000
400 1 733 62 400
350 1 517 54 600
300 1 300 46 800
250 1 083 39 000
200 867 31 200
175 758  27 300
150 650 23 400
125  542 19 500
100 433 15 600
90 390 14 040
80 347 12 480
70 303 10 920
60 260 9 360
50 217     7 800
40 173 6 240
30 130 4 680
20 87 3 120
10 43 1 560
5 22 780

Command those 
who are rich 
in this present 
world not to be 
arrogant, nor to 
put their hope in 
wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but 
to put their hope 
in God, who richly 
provides us with 
everything for  
our enjoyment. 
1 Timothy 6:17



     MAKING A  
DIFFERENCE  
  FOR ETERNITY

Am I willing to give generously and then trust God to care for my needs?

Our theme is ‘equal sacrifice, not equal gifts’.

We are giving by faith when we decide to give an amount that will 
require God’s help to fulfill it.

LET’S SEEK TOGETHER TO
• Make a difference with our finances

• Do something significant to increase the Kingdom of God

• Leave a legacy for our children and future generations

• Be part of the Great Commission

Just as you excel in everything –  
in faith, in speech, in knowledge,  
in complete earnestness, and in  
your love for us – see that you  
also excel in this grace of giving…  
it tests the sincerity of your love.
2 Cor 8:7-8

   THIS IS 
   OUR     
    CHANCE 
TO LEAVE  
   A LEGACY…

Right throughout the history of St Stephen’s, countless  
people have faithfully worked to extend God’s love in the 
community through prayer and the investment of their time, 
talents and finances. 

Generations later, we continue to benefit from the blessings 
bestowed to us, including in our property and facilities, for  
use in His continuing community and mission work here.

However, the Hall is not currently meeting our current and  
future needs and requires some urgent repair. God is calling  
us to do more than a short term ‘skinny’ repair – he has cast  
a vision for how the hall will serve anew as a centre for 
community outreach and furthering parish social life for 
generations to come. He lays before us the challenge to build  
our faith together by investing in the next season of community 
and mission work at St Stephens.

It is exciting to imagine  
                         what he has in store!

      A BLESSING 
NOW AND FOR      
         THE FUTURE

Now finish the 
work, so that 
your eager 
willingness to 
do it may be 
matched by your 
completion of it, 
according to  
your means. 
2 Cor 8:11



A MESSAGE FROM  
THE COMMITTEE

We feel very honoured to have been asked by the Parish Council  
and Reverend Jim to coordinate this Building for Life Project.  
As we have planned and stepped out in faith, we have been  
humbled and inspired, knowing we are building on an amazing 
inheritance.  It is clear that we as a Parish have benefited from  
the vision and sacrifice of the people who went out in faith before 
us. We firmly believe it is our time to step out in redeveloping our 
Hall for the future, so our children and grandchildren can have a 
place to worship and reach out into the community and the world.

We whole-heartedly believe in what God is doing through St Stephen’s 
and we expect miracles to come through this project in the coming 
months and years ahead. There have already been some amazing 
stories of God’s faithfulness and provision and it is clear that God  
is working in our Parish now.

Some of us are relatively new to this church and have been 
overwhelmed by the way the community has welcomed us and 
sought to integrate us into their lives. Some of us are longstanding 
members and are amazed at how God has rebuilt our Parish  
over recent years and are excited about the planning the Parish 
Council is undertaking as we head toward our centenary year. 

We are very excited by the future  
of this church and what it means  
not just for our children and youth  
but also for the elderly and families  
in our midst.

John Kotzur, Alison Nelson, Luisa Snell,  
Bruce Hunter, Juliet Briner & Amanda Bushell.

FAQS

WHEN DO I MAKE A COMMITMENT TO GIVE?
Everyone at St Stephen’s has a chance to respond on 
Committment Sunday, 29 October 2017. On that day, you’ll  
have the opportunity to make a once-off gift to our building 
campaign, to commit to a regular giving plan, or a combination 
of these options.

Commitments to give can be made at any time during the  
three-year pledge period.

CAN I GIVE ANONYMOUSLY?
Yes. You don’t need to fill out any name or address details on  
the Committment Card, if this is your preference.

However, we would ask that you complete the rest of the card  
to indicate your intention to give. This will help us in planning  
to meet our future building expenses.

CAN I GIVE A GIFT NOW WITHOUT 
COMMITTING TO A FUTURE PLEDGE?
Yes. Though it’s helpful for the church to know what future  
gifts are possible, we realise not everyone is able to comfortably 
forecast his or her future giving capacity.

WHO WILL KNOW WHAT I GIVE?
There will be a high level of anonymity in our regular 
administration process.

All gifts and pledges will be treated in absolute confidence. 
Where names have been provided, the only people who will  
have this information will be our Senior Minister and Treasurer.

WHAT IF MY CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE?
If your circumstances change, for any reason, you can alter  
your commitment to the St Stephen’s building fund. To assist  
our budgeting, it would be helpful if you could let the Minister  
or Church Treasurer know of your decision. Please email:  
office@ststephenscoorparoo.org.au.

WHAT ABOUT MY REGULAR CHURCH 
OFFERING AND COMMITMENTS  
TO MISSIONS?
Any commitment to this building campaign should be in  
addition to your regular church offering and missions giving.

IS MY GIVING TAX-DEDUCTIBLE?
At this stage, legislation doesn’t allow this project to benefit 
from tax deductibility. We’ll continue to monitor this and advise 
you if the laws change.

Now to him who 
is able to do 
immeasurably 
more than all we 
ask or imagine, 
according to his 
power that is at 
work within us.

Eph 3:20-21

Special thanks to the Hall Redevelopment Committee, 
Graeme Smyth (chair), Kate Crouch, Cheryl Kotzur,  
Jin Yoshikawa and Marlene Dunning for their dedicated  
work in coordinating the Hall Redevelopment Project.
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